The use of immunohistochemical probes in the study of benign and malignant breast disease.
A review is presented of the use of immunohistochemical probes in the study of the cellular pathology of the breast. Using a combination of monoclonal and polyclonal antisera it has been possible to investigate the relationship between myoepithelial cells and basement membrane components in benign breast disease and the disturbance of this relationship in early invasive and infiltrating ductal carcinomas. The use of immunohistochemical techniques at the ultrastructural level provides the methodology for future detailed analyses. The heterogeneous expression of antigenic determinants characteristic of epithelial cells in the normal breast is considered in conjunction with its relevance to the heterogeneity seen in the invasive tumours.